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Vynarajuce sa environmentdlne problémy

Druhd polovica 20. storocia sa zapisala do histérie fudstva mnohymi
nepredpokladanymi zavaznymi problémami v Zivotnom prostredi, ktoré
vyzadovali naliehavé rieenie. Viaceré sa objavili necakane a dostali ozna-
cenie ,ekologické krizy”. Mnohé z nich sa objavili uz v davnej minulosti,
ale ich désledky pocitujeme az dnes (napriklad klimatickd zmena). Nie-
ktoré problémy st globalneho charakteru, ale maji regionalne alebo lo-
kdlne dosledky, z inych, povodne prevazne lokdlnych, sa stali regiondlne
a v sicasnosti nadobudli globdlny charakter. Globalizacia sveta sposobi-
la velky pohyb ludi medzi kontinetmi, medzi rozvinutymi a rozvojovymi
krajinami, pricom sa prena3a aj obrovské mnozstvo mikroorganizmov.
Niektori vedci oznacili vyndrajtice sa infekéné choroby za hlavny zdravot-
ny problém 21. storocia. Biotické invazie mo6zu viest k homogenizdcii fl6-
ry a fauny Zeme, ¢o by v kone¢nom dosledku mohlo znamenat neschop-
nost ekosystémov uspokojovat tovarmi a sluzbami narastajtice poziadav-
ky Iudskej spolo¢nosti.

RieSenie tychto problémov vyzaduje tsilie mnohych intittcii a ob-
rovské financné prostriedky, ktoré casto chybajii. Mohlo sa tymto krizam
predist? Aké problémy Iudstvo eSte ¢akaji? Ohrozia kvalitu Zivota clove-
ka, rozvoj ludskej spolo¢nosti ¢i, nebodaj, samotny Zzivot na planéte Zem?
Vieme to odhadnit? A budeme sa im vediet vyhniit? Alebo ndjdeme sp6-
soby a prostriedky na ich rieenie?

Proroci, viziondri, fantasti, futurolégovia i vedci mnohé problémy pred-
vidali - od vojen a medziplanetarnych letov az po obrovsku katastrofu
znamenajucu zdnik Zeme. Predikcie, vedecké predpovede s vyuZitim
modernych metdd vratane modelovania, sa coraz castejSie vyuzivajd na
redlnejsi pohlad do budiicnosti. Takto sa analyzuju aj problémy Zivotné-
ho prostredia, ktoré by sa este mohli vynorif. V tomto monotematickom
cisle sme sa pokusili niektoré z nich naznacit.
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The emerging environmental issues

The second half of the 20th century enters the history of humankind
with many unforeseeable and serious environmental issues requiring ur-
gent solutions. Most of them appeared unexpectedly and are referred to
as ,ecological crises”. Although they occurred in the past, it is only now
that we experience the consequences (for example climatic changes). Some
problems are of global character with regional or local consequences; ot-
hers (originally and essentially local) became regional and gain the global
character. The world globalization caused an intensive migration of peop-
le between the continents, between the developed and developing coun-
tries, and it brings the transfer of a huge amount of microorganisms. Some
scientists consider the appearing infectious diseases the main health prob-
lem of the 21st century. Biotic invasions of other organisms can lead to
homogenization of flora and fauna of the Earth. It can mean diasability of
ecosystems to satisfy the increasing needs of mankind with articles and
services.

The solution of these problems requires the effort of many institu-
tions and huge financial means, but often we are short of them. Could we
prevent these crises? What problems is the humankind facing? Do they
endanger life quality of man, development of the humankind or the life
on the Earth? Can we estimate it? In addition, can we avoid it? Are we
able to find the modes and means of their solution?

Prophets, visionaries, futurologists, as well as scientists foretold many
problems - from wars and interplanetary flights to the global catastrop-
he, the end of the Earth. Predictions, scientific forecasts of the future
with modern methods including modelling are more frequently used in
order to acquire a more real view of the future. This is also the way to
solve the problems of the environment that may emerge. We try to point
at some of them in this monothematic issue of Zivotné prostredie.
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