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Obcan a Zivotné prostredie

V obdobi pred r. 1989 bolo v nasom State akékolvek verejné angazo-
vanie, ktoré nebolo celkom v stilade s vlidnucou ideolégiou, nebezpecné.
A tak sme, az na vynimky, na verejnosti radSej mlcali. Medzi tie vynim-
Ky patrili prave ti, ktorym zdlezalo na prirode, pamiatkach a zivotnom
prostredi natolko, Ze boli ochotni za zdchranu celospolocenskych hodnot
nielen zadarmo a vo volnom case pracovat, ale aj riskovat. Evidentné
to bolo v Cesku, ale eSte viac na Slovensku, kde takmer tplne chybali
iné zlozky obcianskeho odporu. Vysledkom bolo vytvorenie pocetného,
kompetentného a doéveryhodného ochrandrskeho hnutia, schopného
produkovat mimoriadne $iroky okruh aktivit na filozoficky jednotiacom
zaklade. Tykalo sa to najma Bratislavy, ale v menSej miere i ostatného
Slovenska. Okrem priamych ¢lenov a aktivistov disponovalo toto hnutie
Sirokym zazemim sympatizantov a podporovatelov, co sa prejavilo hlavne
pri polemike s mocou po vydani odborno-ob¢iansko-ochrandrskej publi-
kdcie Bratislava/nahlas v r. 1987. V novembri 1989 sa obc¢ania Slovenska
rozhodli, Ze uz nebudu dalej mlcat a zvazkami klticov odzvonili rezimu,
ktory napdchal vela skod na zivotoch a zdravi Iudj, ale aj na ich zivotnom
prostredi.

Odvtedy uplynulo 20 rokov. Vztah ludi k zivotnému prostrediu, ale
aj ich moznosti angaZovat sa v jeho prospech, sa zmenili. V nie¢om to
boli zmeny k lepSiemu, v niecom k horsiemu. Velkym pokrokom bola
uz samotna renesancia zakladnych ludskych prav a slobod (prejavu,
zhromazdovania a spoléovania), ku ktorej doslo po r. 1989. Objavili sa
aj finan¢né mechanizmy na podporu mimovladnych organizdcii. Vznikli
ministerstvd a dalSie subjekty na ochranu Zivotného prostredia a prijali
sa desiatky novych zdkonov, nielen environmentdlneho, ale aj ludsko-
-pravneho a iného charakteru, ktoré vytvorili Siroku zakladniu na pristup
k informdcidm i ob¢iansku angazovanost. To vSetko vSak viedlo aj k tomu,
ze ludia zacali podliehat ilizii, Ze o Zivotné prostredie sa postara niekto iny
(Stat, samosprava, trh...) a nds, obcanov, sa uz ochrandrska angazovanost
netyka. AZ po case si ludia vsimli, Ze to tak nefunguje. Lebo bez hlasu ob-
¢ana su opat ohrozené aj obcianske prava vratane prava na zdravé zivotné
prostredie. A tak vznikaji nové protesty, nové iniciativy i nové obc¢ianske
zdruzenia na zachranu ohrozenych hodnét.

Na otdzku, ako vyzerd vztah obéan - Zivotné prostredie dnes, sa poku-
$aju ndjst odpoved autori nasledujucich prispevkov. Volia pritom rézny
uhol podhladu v zdvislosti od svojej osobnej skiisenosti i profesie. Stretlo
sa tu vela zaujimavych ndzorov, ale eSte viac ich chyba. Ide totiz o tému,
ktora je natolko bohatd a vnutorne rdéznorodd, ako samotnd obc¢ianska
spoloc¢nost a jej Zivotné prostredie.

Mikulas Huba
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Citizen and the Environment

In Slovakia in the period before 1989 any public engagement being in
disharmony with political ideology was dangerous. So, except of dispen-
sations, in public we were rather silent. Among those exceptions belonged
those who were anxcious for nature, monuments and human environment
in as much that they were ready not only to work free for protection of
social values but to risk, too. It was evident in the Czech Republic, but
even more in Slovakia, where the other segments of civil opposition were
completely absent. The result was the creation of numerous, competent
and confidental environmentalists movement able to produce especially
wide spectrum of activities built on philosophically coherent basis. It
referred mainly Bratislava but to less degree also other parts of Slovakia.
Except of the members and activists the movement disposed of wide
background of sympathizers and supporters. This fact was proved mainly
in the polemy with the power after the expert-civil-environmental publi-
cation Bratislava aloud in 1987. In November 1989 the people of Slovakia
decided be silent no more and by their bunches of keys put an end to the
regime that causes loss of human life and health, and damaged especially
the human environment.

Since then passed away 20 years. The relationship of man and envi-
ronment as well as his possibilities to engage in favour of it were changed.
Sometime these changes were better, sometimes worse. Great progress was
the renaissance of basic human rights and liberties (of speech, assembly,
etc.), which appeared after 1989. There were created also the mechanisms
to support the non-governmental organizations. There were formed mi-
nisteries and other institutions in order to protect the environment and
were adopted many new acts not only of environmental, but also human-
-riglets and other character forming a wide basis for access to information
as well as civil engagement. However, this everything led to the fact that
people started to have illusions, that somebody else will take care of the
environment (state, self-governments, market, etc.) and the environmental
problems do not concern us as citizens. After some time people noticed
that it does not function in such a way. Because without citizens' voice civil
rights including the right to healthy environment are again endangered.
So in order to protect the endangered values new protests, new initiatives
and new civil associations appear.

The authors of the following contributions try to find the answer to the
question how the relationship citizen — human environment looks like.
They choose different viewpoints in dependence on personal experience
and profession. Although there met many interesting opinions, many are
missing. Because it is a problem so rich and divergent, as the civil society
and its environment is.

Mikulds Huba



