Zivotné prostredie

REVUE PRE TEORIU A STAROSTLIVOST O ZIVOTNE PROSTREDIE

ROCNIK 44 2/2010

Ekosystémové sluzby

Clovek zije v prostredi, od ktorého je v plnej miere zavisly. Spociatku
mu priroda poskytovala vsetko, ¢o potreboval. Mnohé ziskaval tazkou
pracou, ale ovela viac si bral ako samozrejmost. Ked sa cisty vzduch,
voda, poda a potraviny zacali stdvat nedostupnymi, coraz viac si zacal
uvedomovat vyznam prirody pre svoj zivot. V druhej polovici 20. storocia
sa objavili nové pristupy k hodnoteniu vyznamu prirody a jej uzitkov pre
Iudski spoloc¢nost. Ich teoretickym zdkladom sa stala ekoldgia, moder-
na vedna disciplina o Struktire a fungovani prirody. Stucasne sa zacal
zdoraznovat vyznam vegetacie, ekosystémov ako funkénych jednotiek
prirody v biologickych planoch krajiny a izemnom pldnovani.

Vyvoj v chapani prirody a jej systémov sa odrazil aj v ekonomii. Kla-
sickd ekondmia, rozvijajuca sa v 19. storoci, prisudzovala hodnotu len
ludskej praci, prirodné zdroje povazovala za bezplatny statok. Doktrina
bezplatného vyuZzivania prirody umoznila v podmienkach priemyselnej
revoldcie rychly hospodarsky rast, ale aj nadmernd exploatdciu prirod-
nych zdrojov. V neoklasickej ekonomii na zaciatku 20. storocia sa zacala
uplatiiovat vymenna hodnota a peniaze, co viedlo k rozliSovaniu zdrojov
s vymennou hodnotou a zdrojov bez vymennej hodnoty - neobchodova-
teInych (netrhovych) statkov a k zdorazriovaniu samoregulacnej funkcie
trhu. V 60. rokoch minulého storocia sa zacala formovat a rozvijat en-
vironmentalna ekondmia, ktora povazuje uzitky prirody za ocenitelné
a vymenitelné sluzby. Vyvinuli sa metédy hodnotenia a internalizdcie
ekonomickych impaktov na zivotné prostredie.

Stcasny stav znehodnotenia prirodného a zivotného prostredia clove-
ka, ako aj globalna zmena klimy, viedli k celosvetovému konsenzu v stra-
tégii udrzatelného rozvoja. Ekologicka ekonémia prichddza s koncepciou
prirodného kapitdlu a snazi sa ohodnotit zlozky prirodného prostredia,
ekosystémy a ekosystémové sluzby a vyjadrit ich v monetarnych jednot-
kach. Ekosystémové sluzby sa stavaju komoditami, s ktorymi sa zacina
obchodovat - rodi sa trh s ekosystémovymi sluzbami.

Zhodnotenie ekosystémov sveta na prelome tisicroci a uplatnenie
koncepcie ekosystémovych sluzieb ako podmienky kvalitného zivota nuti
aj politikov zaujimat sa o narastajtce environmentdlne problémy, vycislit
ekonomické straty vyplyvajtce z destrukcie ekosystémov a redukcie biodi-
verzity a hladat efektivne a rychle rieSenia v nadeji, Ze to pomoze zlepsit
stucasny stav zivotného prostredia. Coraz castejsie prirodné pohromy
a priemyselné havarie na vsetkych kontinentoch naznacuju, ze to vobec
nie je a ani nebude jednoduché.
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Ecosystem Services

Man is living in an environment, fully dependent on it. Since the be-
ginning the nature (natural environment) have given to him all things he
needed. Many benefits he obtained by hard work but much more he used
for himself as common benefit. As clean air, water, soil and food have been
comming inaccessible, man more and more understand the role of nature
for his life. In second half of 20" century new approaches have appeared
in the nature role assessment and its benefits for human society. Ecology,
a modern scientific discipline on structure and functioning of nature,
became a theoretical basis for the novelities. In the same time the role
of vegetation, ecosystems as functional units of nature, were stressed in
biological plans of landscape and in land planning.

The development of understanding of nature and the natural environ-
ment affected economics. Classical economics, appeared in 19th century,
evaluated only added value of labor (man-made capital) and natural re-
sources, nature’s services considered costless, as free gifts of nature. The
doctrine of costless use of nature have supported rapid economic growth
in industrial revolution period but also over-exploatation of natural
resources. At the beginnig of 20" century, exchange values and money
were used in theory and monetary analysis of neoclassical economics. It
resulted in distinguished restriction of natural resources with monetary
value of nature’s benefit with no exchange value (non-marketed ecosystem
services) and emphasis of selfregulation role of a market. In early 1960s
environmental issues were accute and new economic subdisciple have
developed - environmental economics. It developed methods of evaluation
and internalization of economic impacts on the environment. It considered
the nature’s benefits as valuated and exchangable services.

Current stage of devastation of natural environment and human
environment, manifested as climate change on global level, resulted in
worldwide consensus in strategy of sustainable development. Ecological
economics developed a concept of natural capital to evaluate natural en-
vironment elements, ecosystems and ecosystem services and expressed
their values in monetary units. The ecosystem services, stressing societal
dependence on natural ecosystems, are changing to commodities at the
market of the ecosystem services.

Assessment of ecosystems at the beginning of new millenium and
the application of the concept of ecosystem services as a condition of life
quality (well-being) have asked politicians to discuss environmental issues,
valuate economic losses due to destruction of ecosystems and reduction of
biodiversity and to look for more effective and rapid decisions of increasing
environmental problems. Natural disasters and industrial accidents show
that this is complex task, not simple to answer.
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