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Pitdesiat rokov environmentalnej tlace

Patdesiat rokov. Z pohladu vyvoja krajiny je to zanedbatelny milnik. Z pohladu ud-
ského Zivota je to zrely vek. Z pohladu vydavania environmentalnej tlace je to ticty-
hodna dizka, ak si uvedomime, Ze preZilo nepriaznivé spolodenské okolnosti a rus-
nu vedeckt historiu. Je to ten druh tlace, ktory v istych momentoch patril aj medzi
nechcené, pretoze poukazoval na rozpory Iudskej spolocnosti s prirodou, krajinou,
zivotnym prostredim.

Medzi environmentalnu tla¢ s patdesiatroénou tradiciou patri Casopis Zivotné pros-
tredie s podtitulom Revue pre tedriu a starostlivost' o Zivotné prostredie. Jeden z mala ca-
sopisov, ktory pocas celej doby vychadzania nezmenil svoj nazov. Prist na takito
myslienku — zalozit casopis — a na tt dobu s provokanym nazvom urcite nebol pocin
neuvazeny, ale premysleny, rozvazny ¢in hodny obdivu. Existuji vedecké a odborné
casopisy, ktoré uz davno dosiahli abrahamoviny (patdesiatku) a poniektoré sa blizia
aj k ,matuzalemskému veku”, ale tento casopis je predsa len v niecom iny. Poukazo-
val, poukazuje a snad' aj bude poukazovat na palcivé problémy zZivotného prostredia.
Mozno v case vzniku profesor Milan Ruzicka ani nepredpokladal, akym smerom sa
problematika v casopise, resp. zivotnom prostredi bude postivat, kolko novych prob-
lémov sa vynori (klimaticka zmena, environmentalna politika, environmentalne ma-
nazérske systémy, ekosystémové sluzby, geografické informacné systémy, geneticky
modifikované organizmy, biologicka bezpecnost a pod.), ktoré v minulosti boli nepo-
znané. Toto ,,nové smerovanie” v oblasti Zivotného prostredia nemozno pokladat za
pokrok, ale casto za neschopnost riesit problémy, ktoré sa nabalujt, a tak podmienuji
vznik novych, ktoré zatazuji krajinu a ktoré uz nestacime riesit, i ked o nich vieme.
Ako dalej postupovat? Aké vychodiska hladat?

Zoberme si napriklad ndzvy monotém prvého rocnika z roku 1967: Problémy tvorby
a ochrany Zivotného prostredia, Krajina, Byvanie, Svetlo, Zdravie a Clovek — spolocnost — pros-
tredie. V tej dobe to boli odvazne témy, v dnesnej st bezné, i ked stale aktualne. V com
sa znizila naliehavost problémov niektorych tém, ktoré boli pertraktované v pociatoc-
nych roénikoch ¢asopisu, ako napr. Zivotnyj §tijl (¢. 6/1969), Urbanizicia a obéan (¢. 4/1970),
Znecistené ovzdusie (€. 5/1971) alebo Stres (€. 5/1975)? Asi v nicom alebo v nemnohom. To,
¢o sme v €. 5/1967 nazvali jednoducho ZDRAVIE, sme neskor pomenovali Zdravie pre
vietkyjch do roku 2000 (€. 4/1988) a v nedavnych roénikoch u s privlastkami Zivotné pros-
tredie a zdravie (C. 5/1996), Environmentdlne zdravie (€. 3/2002) a Impakt Zivotného prostredia
na ludské zdravie (. 4/2008). ZDRAVIE je stale pretrvavajtici problém, ale pohlad na tento
problém sa rozsiruje tak, ako sa hromadia problémy Zivotného prostredia.

A na zaver: Quo vadis éasopis Zivotné prostredie? V tirdZi Casopisu je napisane, Ze ide o re-
cenzovany casopis zamerany na aktudlne teoreticko-metodologické a praktické otdzky krajinnoe-
kologického a environmentdlneho vyskumu. Je uréeny predovsetkym vedcom, odbornikom,
pedagdgom, ale podla nas aj Studentom a odbornej verejnosti na Slovensku a v Cesku.
To je hlavny ciel a poslanie tohto casopisu. Nejde o scientometricky ¢asopis, nepouziva
svetovy jazyk, ale plni ,len” tlohu regionalneho a narodného formatu. Snahou redak-
cie je sice zaradit tento ¢asopis do medzinarodnych databaz, i ked vidime v tom urcité
tskalie, a tiez oslovit nielen slovenskych a ceskych autorov, ale aj inonarodnych, aby
uverejnovali prispevky v anglickom jazyku. Nechceme, aby tieto dva posledné fakty
zohrali niekedy rozhodujticu tilohu pri jeho zruseni. Koneéne mame akademick slo-
bodu a smer vyskumu si doslova mozeme riadit sami. Na zaloZenie ¢asopisu vytvorila
Slovenska akadémia vied priaznivé prostredie, tak nech teraz to isté (nie sice Zivotné)
prostredie nesiahne na jeho zrusenie. Prave Akadémia by nas mala podporovat v tom,
aby sme tému zivotného prostredia propagovali a sirili nadale;.

Tatiana Hrnéiarova
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Fifty Years of Environmental Press

Fifty years. It is just a negligible milestone from the perspective of landscape evolution.
When considering human life, it is a mature age. From the point of view of environ-
mental press publishing, it is a respectable age; considering myriad inconvenient so-
cial circumstances and hectic science history. Moreover, it is the type of press that was
even undesirable in some periods, because it revealed conflicts of human society with
nature, landscape and the environment.

Environmental press, with 50 years tradition, includes also the journal of Zivotné pro-
stredie with its subtitle Revue for Theory and Care of the Environment. It is one of
the few journals, which has never changed its name. The idea to establish a journal
with such a provocative name in that period was not a thoughtless act but a very
premeditated one and worthy of admiration. Although there are some scientific and
professional journals exceeding its age, this one is somehow different. It has certainly
highlighted, highlights, and hopefully will continue to shine the spotlight on all futu-
re environmental problems. When establishing this journal, professor Milan Ruzicka
most likely did not expect such a great shift in journal focus and the emergence of
new problems such as; climate change, environmental policy, environment manager
systems, ecosystem services, geographical information systems, genetically modified
organisms, biological security etc. However, these “new directions” in the environ-
mental field can hardly be considered progress; it is more our incapacity to address
the problems that accumulate and to cause the emergence of new ones; new problems
we are unable to solve, despite being aware of them. How to proceed? Which way to
choose?

In making such a decision, it is important to reconsider some themes from the first
volume in 1967: The Problems of Environment Formation and Conservation, Landscape,
Housing, Light, Health, and Man — Society — Environment. These topics can be considered
bold, and hot, for that period. Today, they are quite ordinary, even if still actual. How
has the urgency of problems addressed in the initial volumes decreased; themes such
as Lifestyle (No. 6/1969), Urbanization and Citizen (No. 4/1970), Polluted Air (No. 5/1971)
or Stress (No. 5/1975)? Certainly, urgency remains as strong today! What was sim-
ply named HEALTH in No. 5/1967 later changed to Health for Everybody by 2000 (No.
4/1988), and in more recent volumes to Environment and Health (No. 5/1996), Environ-
mental Health (No. 3/2002) and Environment Impact on Human Health (No. 4/2008). Ob-
viously, HEALTH remains a current problem and continues to grow, hand-in-hand
with accumulating environmental problems.

Now in conclusion: Quo vadis the journal of Zivotné prostredie? As written in printer’s
imprint, it is a peer-reviewed journal focusing on the current theoretical, methodological and
practical issues of landscape ecological and environmental research. It is intended especially
for scientists, specialists and teachers, but also for students and the general public in
Slovakia and the Czech Republic. This is the main aim and mission of this journal. It is
not a scientometrics oriented journal, it does not use global language, and it has “only”
regional and national character. Although the editorial office continues its efforts to
include our journal in international databases despite some problems, and also to con-
tact not only Slovaks and Czechs but also authors from abroad to publish some articles
in English. We do not want these two last issues to play a decisive role in its abolition.
Certainly, together and individually, we maintain academic freedom, and we can the-
refore manage our research direction by ourselves —however — the Slovak Academy of
Sciences has provided such a favorable environment for journal foundation, we hope
that this same environment will not cause its destruction. It is the Academy itself that
should support us in promoting environmental issues, and we desperately hope that
the Academy will not desert us in this hour of need.

Tatiana Hrnéiarova



