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Institucionalizacia starostlivosti o Zivotné prostredie

Zivotné prostredie nas neustale obklopuije, nie je to vec a neda sa ani vyrobit.
Je nim krajina — geosystém — ako komplexna entita, ktord ma svoju Struktiru,
svoje prvky a ich vzajomné vztahy.

Co a kto vlastne ovplyvriuje stav tohto komplexného systému, uvedomujeme si,
ako vlastne dochadza k ovplyviovaniu jeho stavu? St tri vyznamné okruhy Iudskej
¢innosti, ktoré maju nan fyzicky vplyv: odber materialu z tohto systému — tazba,
vyrub, kosenie, Zatva; vnasanie materialu, najméd cudzorodého — haldy, odpady,
znedistujtice latky; ako aj vytvaranie cudzorodych fyzikalnych poli — Ziarenie, hluk,
teplo. Takze je to jednoduché, ak chceme zachovat idedlny stav zivotného prostre-
dia, staci zregulovat tieto ¢innosti.

LenZe tieto ¢innosti vykondva mnoZzstvo subjektov, po¢niic nami samymi az
po najvacsie fabriky, elektrarne a zaoceanske lode. Na ustraZenie ¢innosti vSet-
kych tychto subjektov stt nevyhnutné regulacné opatrenia: obmedzenie ¢innos-
ti, usmernenie ich fyzického vplyvu a nakoniec aj zmiernenie ich negativneho
dopadu. Zial, této regulacia sa d& dosiahnut dobrovolne, jednoduchym apelom
na environmentalne vedomie a len v obmedzenej miere, preto je nevyhnutné
vytvorit systém institucionalneho zabezpecenia tejto regulacie. Tento systém
mozeme charakterizovat ako starostlivost o Zivotné prostredie.

Co véetko patri na Slovensku do indtitucionalneho zabezpecenia? Hned treba
zdodraznit, Zze ministerstvo Zivotného prostredia, ani tirady, ani organizacie, dobry
stav zivotného prostredia ,nevyrabajii”, nemaju nari fyzicky vplyv. ,Vyrabaju”
len regulativy a dbaji1 o ich dodrziavanie. Okruh ¢innosti institucionalizacie je
zlozity, ma niekol'ko vyznamnych prvkov. Za rozhodujtice stadium mozno pova-
zovat tvorbu zakonov a inych predpisov a noriem, ktoré s zavazné pre kazdého,
vratane sankcii za ich nedodrzanie. Tato ¢innost pripada predovsetkym Minister-
stvu zivotného prostredia SR. Aby sa ti¢inné zakony mohli vytvarat, st potrebné
vedecké a odborné poznatky, ich tvorba je tilohou odbornych organizacii, za kto-
rymi musi stat veda a vyskum.

Aby sa dal stav zivotného prostredia kontrolovat a riadit, st potrebné moni-
torovacie systémy, na ktoré boli zriadené odborné organizacie. V rezorte zZivot-
ného prostredia na Slovensku st to Vyskumny tstav vodného hospodarstva,
Slovensky hydrometeorologicky tstav, Statna ochrana prirody SR so spravami
narodnych parkov a chranenych krajinnych oblasti. Na dodrziavanie zakonov a
regulované usmerniovanie ¢innosti st potrebné centralne, regionalne a miestne
organy Statnej spravy, ktoré zabezpecuje Slovenska inspekcia Zivotného pros-
tredia so svojimi oblastnymi pobockami, ako aj miestne organy zivotného pros-
tredia, v stcasnosti ako odbory Zivotného prostredia iradov vSeobecnej Statnej
spravy a obci. Osobitné postavenie ma starostlivost o racionalne vyuzivanie vod,
na ¢o sa zameriavaju Statne podniky, ako je Slovensky vodohospodarsky pod-
nik, §. p., a Vodohospodarska vystavba, . p. No a nakoniec nezabtidajme ani
na vyznamnu snahu rezortu zivotného prostredia o zvySovanie environmental-
neho vedomia cez svoje Specifikované organizacie: Slovenské banské miizeum,
Slovenské muizeum ochrany prirody a jaskyniarstva, Zoologicka zahradu v Boj-
niciach. Osobitné postavenie ma Slovenska agentura zivotného prostredia, ako
stre$na organizacia, ktora prekryva mnoho ¢innosti z oblasti environmentalnej
vychovy, informatizacie, spravodajstva, medzinarodnej spoluprace, spoluprace
s mimovladnou sférou a popularizacie vysledkov.
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Popularisation of Environmental Science

The environment is not an object, it cannot be produced and it remains all around
us. The environment involves the landscape as a geosystem, as a complex entity that
has unique structural elements and their inter-relationships. What and who actually
influences the state of this complex environmental system? However, do we realise
how its state is actually affected? We must consider the following important areas
of human activity which have the greatest impact on environmental quality: the
collection of material from this system including mining, excavation, mowing and
harvesting; the material input with production of vast amounts of waste and pollut-
ants and the physical aspects that endanger the environment especially radiation,
heat and noise. The solution seems simple. We must just regulate all these activities
to create and maintain an environmental dream state.

These activities, however, are performed by a great number of entities, from in-
dividuals to the largest factories, power plants and ocean-going ships, and strict
regulatory measures are required to control their activities. These include limiting
and directing their actions and mitigating their negative impacts. Unfortunately,
this regulation can be voluntarily achieved only to a limited extent, by mere appeal
to environmental awareness, so it is essential to create a system of institutes which
can be defined as a care for the environment.

What does it include? Here, it must be emphasised that the Ministry of the Envi-
ronment and the constituted authorities and organisations do not “produce” a good
environmental state and they lack physical impact on it. They only “produce” regu-
lations and control their observance. The institutes’ range of activities is complex
and includes several important elements. The most crucial of these are the formation
of laws and other regulations and standards which are binding on everyone and
contain sanctions for non-compliance. This is primarily in the competence of the
Ministry of the Environment of the Slovak Republic. However, scientific and profes-
sional knowledge is also necessary to advice on good environmental laws, and this
is the task of the professional organisations involved in science and teaching.

Competent professional organisations have been established to run the required
monitoring systems and control and manage the state of the environment. The most
proficient of these are the Research Institute of Water Management, the Slovak Hy-
drometeorological Institute and the State Nature Protection with its administration
of national parks and protected landscape areas. In addition, central, regional and
local governments also control legal compliance and regulate environmental activi-
ties. In the Slovak Republic, these come under the jurisdiction of the Slovak Environ-
mental Inspectorate with its regional branches and under the local environmental
authorities. These currently include the environmental departments of general state
and municipal administration. Additional competence is supplied in the care for ra-
tional water use. This has special importance for Slovakia and it is under the expert
control of state enterprises, such as the Slovak Water Management Enterprise and
Water Management Construction. Significant efforts of the Ministry of the Environ-
ment are also apparent in the care of Slovak museums and botanical and zoological
gardens. Here, the ministry increases environmental awareness through the Slovak
Mining Museum, the Slovak Museum of Nature Protection and Speleology and the
Zoological Garden in Bojnice town. Finally, the Slovak Environment Agency has the
very special function of an ‘umbrella’ organisation. The agency covers many activi-
ties in environmental education through its provision of information, intelligence,
cooperation with the non-governmental sphere, international cooperation and the
popular publication of results in all these fields.
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